Next came the Picadores who
rode skinny horses and they

had long spears to stick in the

bull and make him madder.




Then came the Matador, the
proudest of all—he thought he
was very handsome, and bowed
to the ladies. He had a red cape
and a sword and was supposed

to stick the bull last of all.
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They called him Ferdinand
the Fierce and all the Bande-
rilleros were afraid of him and
the Picadores were afraid of
him and the Matador was

scared stiff.
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But not Ferdinand. When he
got to the middle of the ring
he saw the flowers in all the
lovely ladies’ hair and he just

sat down quietly and smelled.




He wouldn’t fight and be fierce
no matter what they did. He
just sat and smelled. And the
Banderilleros were mad and
the Picadores were madder and
the Matador was so mad he
cried because he couldn’t show

oft with his cape and sword.




So they had to take Ferdinand

home.




And for all I know he is sitting
there still, under his favorite
cork tree, smelling the flowers

just quietly,

He

is very happy.




THE END
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